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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will again be 
observed from January r&th to 25th. We trust that all our 
readers will take their part in this universal prayer, for, to quote ~ 
from the prayer leaflet used by Anglic ans, Roman Catholics, and 
by many Protestant congregations, “ Kefore His death Christ 
prayed that His disciples should be-one._Yet to-day those who 
profess the Christian name are separated from each other; and 
the evil results of this disunion are everywhere apparent. Chris- 
tians to-day share in the guilt of this disunion unless they do 
what they can to restore unity. The Week of Prayer is set aside 
for fervent praver to God that He will unite all Christians in that 
unity for which our Lord prayed, You are asked to use this 
week as a special time for prayer Tor that change of heart among 
all Christians which shall lead to the fulfilment of our Lord's 
prayer ‘ that they all may be one. . . that the world may believe ’.”’ 

Literature to assist in the observance ‘may be obtained from 
the Secretary, C.W.P.C.U., 6 Hyde Park Gate, S.W. 7, or, if the 
literature prepared by the Church Unity Octave Council be 
preferred, from the Hon. Secretary, C.U.O.C., Egdean, Fittle- 
worth, Sussex. In either case applications should be accompanied 
by a contribution towards the expeyses of printing and distribu- 
tion. 


The Glories of Our Church is the title we have given to the 
address delivered by the Rev Albert’J. du Bois, Executive 
Director of the American Church Union, at the opening meeting 


of the Anglo-Catholic Progress at Oxford on October T3, 1951, of - 


which we print the greater part on pages 44 ff. In the opening 
part of his address Fr. du Bois spoke of the early struggles of the 
American Church Union, whose problems, he said, had been very 
much like our own, and of its more recent developments: there 
followed a passage on the struggle between the Church and the 
world in the present age, leading up to the thoughts on the 
Church and unity for which alone we have space. 


Sanctify them in thy truth; thy word is truth was the text 
of the sermon preached by the Rev. A. H. Rees, Vicar of Chiswick, 
at the High Mass at All Saints, Margaret Street, on November 22, 
1951. The Vicar of All Saints, the Rev. K. N. Ross, was the 
celebrant, and the boys of the choir sang the Missa de Angelis. 

In the course of his sermon Fr. Rees said that while it was true 
that the Church of England could and should mediate between 
the Roman Catholics and the Nonconformists, it was foolish to 
regard her as the “ Bridge Church ’’. As had been pointed out, 
a bridge was used for crossing from one side to the other, not as 
a dwelling place. 

It was fatal, he continued, to drive a wedge between Faith and 
Order. History had shown, for example in the foundation of the 
-Prussian State Church, that when two theories of the Church or 
Ministry tried to combine without doctrinal agreement, the lower 
of the two theories always prevailed. Thus, if an episcopal and 
a non-episcopal body combined on a basis of leaving episcopacy 
undefined, the non-episcopal view would in fact win the day. The 
only basis for unity was agreement in the truth revealed by Christ. 


The need of clear thinking and plain speaking was one of the 
points strongly emphasized by speakers at the meeting held in 
the Kingsway Hall, London, on November 22, 1951. The Chair- 
man, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Vernon, urged that the Anglican 
representatives in reunion discussions should go to the conference 
table knowing that there were certain definite things on which 


they must take their stand—the formularies of the Church of - 


England with their definite statements on the Faith; that the 
Church had no need to go to Nonconformists for anything she 
needed: for her work as she already had her God-given ministry 
and sacraments; and the.importance of Holy Baptism. They 
must also remember that the Church of England was not the 
whole of the Church, nor even of the Ainadhons Communion, and 
the effect on the rest of the Church of what we might do must 
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not be overlooked. “He called on Church people to be active in 
spreadiftg the Faith, to be proud of their’Church and to be loyal 
to her. 

The Chairman then introduced the first speaker, the Rev. Sir 
Harold Papworth, K.B.E., who, he said, had had a distinguished 
educational career as a layman in South India and could speak 
with first-hand knowledge of the reunion movement there. 

Illustrating his address by reference to the ambiguities and 
uncertainties of the South India scheme, Fr. Papworth pleaded 
that, for the education both of Anglicans themselves and of those 
with whom they might negotiate about reunion, our authorities 
should reiterate in clear and unmistakable language the implica- 
tions of the Lambeth Quadrilateral. Only so, he believed, was it 

ible to avoid such schisms as that in South India and the 
dual disintegration of the Anglican Communion which was 
inevitable if other schemes on the same lines were implemented 
and other bodies brought into being, like the Church of South 
India, out of communion with the Anglican Communion. He 
urged therefore that our leaders should make it quite clear that 
in any reunion scheme, with regard to the Apostles’ and Nicene 
Creeds, we would insist on the removal of all such qualifications 
and provisos as were found in the South India scheme, the un- 
qualified assent of all ministers to those Creeds, and the prescrip- 
tion of their recital in public worship: with regard to the sacra- 
ments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion we would insist 
on the removal of all ambiguity by the inclusion of some such 
simple and clear statement as that to be found in the Church 
Catechism: and that with regard to the ministry the plain state- 
ment of the Preface to the Ordinal should be always included. 
On these fundamentals, he said, surely all Anglicans must agree, 
and he urged that they be handed out as definite instructions to 
those Anglicans who take part in negotiations with other bodies 
of Christians as the brief to which they must speak and from which 
they must not depart. 

The second speaker, the Rev. K. N. Ross, Vicar of All Saints, 
Margaret Street, pressed the necessity of clear thinking, showing 
how greatly it had been lacking by reference to the report, © 
Church Relations in England, which both insisted on episcopacy 
as essential and at the same time allowed it to be a ea as 
unessential. 

Fr. Ellis, C.R., the third speaker, urged that the controversy 
about the- unity, catholicity and. apostolicity of the Church, 
which had gone on for so long and had produced only the present 
stalemate, should be dropped, and the energies of all, Churchmen 
and Nonconformists alike, be directed to the cultivation of the 


fourth mark of the Church—holiness. Let our leaders issue a 
j 


IC onlinued on page 4 
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THE GLORIES OF OUR CHURCH 


When we begin to think in terms of converting the world we 
are confronted = the conditions laid down by our Lord Himself. 
In His high priestly prayer, He said: ‘I pray, Father, that they 
may be forever one: THAT THE W ORLD MAY BELIEVE 
THAT THOU HAST SENT ME.” The condition for the con- 
version of the world was to be the unity of the family of Christians. 
In the absolute necessity laid upon us in these times of winning 
the world or facing the alternative, God is forcing us to think of 
‘our unhappy divisions. Increasingly we are going back to con- 
sider the nature of the Church and to try to understand what it 
means to be in very truth members of the Body of Christ. 


THE CHURCH 


In the United States we are battling with all the strength we 
have against the all too prevalent tendency to refer to “ the 
Churches ”’ instead of * the Church’’. We are going to the New 
Testament and reminding ourselves again that the Apostles were 
quite careful in their language. Nowhere in the New Testament 
is the phrase ** the Churches "’ used in the denominational sense 
current to-day and when such a danger threatened to arise at 
Corinth, St. Paul, you will remember, repudiated it with passion- 
ate vigour. The present habit of speech is a grave hindrance to 
men’s knowledge of the truth—the Truth of the One Catholic 
Church which exists behind and beyond all our divisions. There 
were not many Churches in the New Testament but always * the ”’ 
Church in a given locality—the Church in Ephesus, the Church in 
Corinth, and so forth. Against that background we are appreciat- 
ing anew the guidance of the Holy. Spirit which brought our 
Prayer Book compilers to describe the Church on the very first 
page of the book as the book of ** The Church ’’ according ** to the 
use of ’’ a particular branch. Moreover, the Church is something 
given, We are not free to remake it in terms of our preferences 
and inclinations because it was not our making in the first 
instance. We are called to enter into it and to take it to the whole 
world. That is why in * Anglo-Catholic Progress '’ we may pause 
for a moment to rejoice in past growth but must be primarily 
concerned with directing future activity. 

We who are privileged to be leaders in the effort will do well to 
go out with a firm-understanding of the nature of the Church as 
the Body of Christ. In the New Testament sense this means an 
organism which is the instrument for the continuance of Christ’s 
- Ministry in the world and the outward manifestation of His 
Spirit. It is to these aims that we are dedicated as members of 
Christ’s Body: the continuation of His Ministry and the showing 


forth of His Spirit. 
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Each of the separated parts of the Christian fellowship came 
into being in order to bear witness to some aspect of the whole 
faith. Most of these variations have their place in the Universal 
Church and must not be abandoned or overwhelmed in a standard- - 
ized Christianity. But the stream of history has flowed on since 
the days when these separations first took place. Much that was 
in the past distinctive has now become common legacy. God is 
now moving-us on to consolidate the gains made, to heal the 
er and go forward with a new united purpose against a new 
threat. 


- SIGNS OF Gop’s PROVIDENCE 


At the outset of this Series, let us gratefully acaeiios the 
marvellous Providence of God that has watched over our own 
Church for its protection in faith and deliverance from enemies, 
and has therefore brought us to this day with special responsibility 
and unusual opportunity. What a wonderful providence, for 
instance, was that of the early death of King Edward the Sixth. 
Had he lived, he would, as. he threatened, have thoroughly 
protestantized the Church by his innovations. It was a costly 
trial to have Mary on the throne but it was worth it to get rid 
of Edward the Sixth. Likewise, what a merciful providence was 
that which, in Queen Elizabeth’s time, defeated by storm the 
Spanish Armada and preserved the Church in this land from 
being brought again under the dominion of a mediaeval papacy. 
Nor was Cromwell or his-Puritan hosts of fanatics able to wrest 
the Church from its Catholic and Apostolic backgrounds. It rose 
from its ashes, resuscitated with life and faith even though it was 
to meet a more severe trial. We may sometimes have complained 
about the tyranny that closed the mouth of.Convocation, the 
Church’s Council, for about 150 years, but when we think of the 
Church in that-period and the character of its Bishops, its decay 
in doctrine and spirituality, we can really be thankful that the 
Church was thus padlocked and rendered . dumb. Again, in the 
last century, though it seemed at first like a blow to the Catholic 
cause that it was deserted by Newman and some others, yet the 
great movement was protected thereby from falling under the 
leadership of but one man. THE REVIVAL OF CATHOLICITY 
IN THE CHURCH WAS SEEN TO BE OF GOD: NOT OF 
MAN—for man neither made nor could destroy it. | 

It may very likely be that history will one day see that another 
- sign of God’s providential care was the rejection of our orders 
by the Papacy. It was, as we know, a mere political decision and © 
not a theological one. Knowing, as Anglicans do, with absolute 
and divine certainty that they are possessed of an apostolic 
priesthood and Catholic sacraments, the Papal decision declared 
its own fallibility. Had the decision been in favour of our Orders, 
it might possibly have led to the formation of a Uniat Church. 


penitence for our own failures. 


God preserved the Anglican Communion from committing | 
suicide. 

Mindful of God's prov ‘idence and of His guiding Hand in the 
past, we begin therefore this great series of Services of Witness. 
We shall aan well throughout the week to stress the glories of our 
Communion, the special gifts which equip us to face the world 
to-day. Knowing that these are times in which men long for 
certainty we shall not hide our light under a bushel. And if we 
concentrate on the proclamation of the positive elements, the 
glories of this branch of the Catholic Church, we are not thereby 
unmindful of its limitations or forgetful of the fact that we too . 
share a part of the load of sin which has disrupted the Christian 
family. We need but call the Methodists to mind to be moved to 


CONTINUITY, GOVERNMENT, FAITH, AND REASON 


The first glory of our Church is her continuity. She is not a 
sect of to-day or yesterday. She reaches back in her history to 

apostolic times. The authority and spiritual powers that the 
Lord gave to the Apostles have been transmitted to us. The 
golden chain of Apostolic Succession binds our Bishops and clergy 
to Christ. At the Reformation no new Church was founded. The 
Catholic Church in England rejected the mediaeval idea of the 
Papacy as the great Eastern Catholic Churches of the East had 
done before. The appeal that the Church made in the conduct 
of her reforms was to Holy Scripture and to antiquity. The 
general principle was correct even though we would be the first _ 
to admit that some mistakes were made in the process. The 
essential thing is that priesthood, sacraments, and the faith were 
preserved. The torch of living truth was safely handed down. 
Thus the Church, founded and organized by Christ and His 
Apostles, has come down to us in the Anglican Communion 
through the ages, bearing, unimpaired by any major disaster, 
the majestic treasures of the Apostolic Order, the life-giving 
Sacraments, and the Catholic Faith. Here is sure ground for- 
those who seek the Church of Christ's foundation. 

Another glory of our Anglican branch of the Catholic Church 
is seen in her government and in the balanced distribution of the 
powers of her officers. If we look at the Mother Church of 
Jerusalem, which gave the type to which the Church in her 
growth naturally conformed, we find the Apostles, representing 
the whole Church, assembled in council and the decree they made 
ran in the name of no one as supreme but as of all the Apostles, 
elders and brethren. Here is the principle of the solidarity of the 
Apostolate and the co-ordinated authority of the several Orders 
of the ministry. Between the two extremes of Papal centraliza- 
tion with its excessive dogmatism on the one hand, and individual- 
ism with its rationalistic rejection of authority and traditional 
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government and worship on the other, this Church preserves with 
balanced wisdom all her inherited powers in due and regulated 
subordination to each other under Christ, her living and ever- 
present Head. 
In these days of confusion, we will do well also to exalt the fact 
that in this Church we are in the possession of a right rule of Faith. 
A most essential duty of the Church of Christ is to teach her chil- 
dren how, with a reasonable certainty, they may know what 
Christ taught and what they as Christians are to believe and do. 
We are presented in this time of division with three rules. They 
may be called the Protestant, the Roman, and the Catholic. The . 
Protestant counsels us to take the Holy Scriptures and prayerfully 
therein make search for truth. The Roman bids us listen to 
infallible utterances. The Catholic tells us, in the language of 
Christ, “to hear the Church’. She declares herself in ‘the . 
Creeds, in the seven great Councils, in the living utterances of her 
Sacraments and in the common consent of Christendom. This is 
the broad and sure foundation of the Church’s teaching. It comes 
to us from the past, swelling with the added forces of each 
century's experience, until, as a living voice, we hear it saying 
to-day: ‘‘ I will lead them: I will cause them to walk in a straight 
way wherein they shall not stumble.’’ ‘ This is the truth and the 
way: walk ye in it.”’ 7 
We will proudly call attention to the fact that the Church is 
of a tender regard for reason as well as authority. -She 
speaks as the authorized guardian and keeper of the faith and is 
enlightened and empowered by the Holy Ghost, but she teaches 
not with harsh authority but with a loving and paternal insistence. ~ 
She counsels that the faithful must by practice make-the truth 
their own, for religious truth differs from all others in that to 
become a real possession it must be acted upon. We advance by 
each act of loving obedience and worship more and more in Divine 


_Sonship, and in Christ become Sons of God. 


DEVELOPMENT OF THE CATHOLIC MOVEMENT 
The Catholic Movement in the Anglican Communion has 


developed in three stages. First it was a doctrinal movement. 


Then came the ritualistic stage with ceremonial rediscovered, 
altars rebuilt, lights relit, incense going again toward Heaven, 
music used as the handmaid to devotion, the Holy Mass restered 
to its ancient place as the centre and acme of worship. This had 
a larger appeal but still the converts were too few.’ Then arrived, 
for the most part much later, the third and most powegful develop- 
ment of all, Ascetic Catholicism, the cultivation of disciplined lives 
to be offered in humble sacrifice for God to use— Monasticism, and 
for those in the world, a Rule of Life. : 
One of our great weaknesses in the American’Church is that 
our Catholicism is still too largely undeveloped along this third 


47 


| 
| 
| 
= 
| 


and deepest line. Here we have much to learn from our Mother 
Church in England and from the Orthodox East and Rome. 
- Would we spread respect for Catholic doctrine and promote 
Catholic worship? Then wé must live the Catholic life. Surely 
this must be a part of our message to those who’ would serve God 
faithfully in these troubled times when the night witness will 
mean so much. While we rejoice in Catholic privileges we must 
P be ready to rise to the underlying obligation of what they mean 
in our lives. The Precepts of the Church are the means by which 
Prayer Book principles are remembered, summarized and trans- 
lated into life. 

Let us be clear as to what is at stake. It is not merely to per- 
suade other Christians to agree with our position. —We are 
concerned with the rebuilding of our civilization on the eternal 

—— bases of God’s purpose and the redemption of the social order 
to be organic to the Divine Spirit. This is the task of the Christian 
society and, if it fails, there is no hope for the world. In its moral 
and spiritual bankruptcy, civilization cannot save itself. 

And so the Church comes to men like her Master not merely to 
otfer a future reward or to save men from the penalty of sin, but 
to break its chains now: not merely to offer a future heaven, but 
to so elevate man that he may have heaven within himself. 

And so the P rogress be ‘gins. Let it be with a definite sense-of 
urgency. Once again the voice of God } is heard saying: “ Whom 


shall I send and who will go for us?”’... and let the response be 
not only in the hearts of those privileged to be members of the | 
Progress teams, but from all the faithful: .“* Here I am, send me.”’ / 


Concluded from page 43.| 
great call to holiness and let us all concentrate on that. In 
pEIVINg after holiness there would be prepared the conditions in 
which God's holy will could be done and Christ’s prayer for 
“unity be fulfilled in a holy people. 

The Rev. H. Riley, Secretary of the Church Union, expressed’ 
the thanks of the meeting to the Chairman and speakers, the 
Nicene Creed was recited, and the Bishop closed the meeting with 
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